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Regulations for the Siting and Operation of Wind Energy Conversion Systems
(Ordinance No. 62)

Land Use staff have prepared a new ordinance, which is intended to address the development of commercial-
scale wind energy farms in unincorporated Des Moines County. An initial draft of this ordinance was first
presented to the Board at a work session on November 15, 2022, along with a separate ordinance for
commercial-scale solar energy farms, which is currently in the process of being reviewed by the Board. The
wind farm ordinance has since had a number of revisions made, following subsequent work sessions in March
and May of 2023.

The purpose of Ordinance No. 62 is to establish a set of minimum standards for the siting, placement,
construction, installation, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of Commercial Wind Energy
Conversion Systems, in order to protect the public health, safety and community welfare of the residents of
Des Moines County.

The ordinance is divided into the following sections:

e General Provisions — defines the jurisdiction of the ordinance, and indicates which types of
infrastructure fall under that jurisdiction

¢ Definitions — defines specific terms applying to wind energy infrastructure, as well as certain terms
that are to be used under a specific context for this ordinance

e Minimum Siting and Design Standards — provides a set of basic standards for wind farms, pertaining to
setback, height, appearance, security, etc.

e Permitting and Review Procedure — outlines the process to apply for permits, what
information/attachments must be included, and what the review/approval process looks like

¢ Road Use and Mitigation of Damages — outlines the requirements pertaining to the use and repair of
roads and related public infrastructure during the construction of a wind farm

e Decommissioning and Abandonment — outlines the requirements pertaining to the decommissioning
of a wind farm at the end of its useful life

e Meteorological Evaluation Towers — outlines a set of basic standards and the approval process
pertaining specifically to MET towers, which are temporary structures used to study wind conditions in
advance of establishing a wind farm

Staff would like to thank the Board members for all of the time you’ve spent reviewing the draft ordinances,
and offering questions, suggestions and other feedback to us. It has been a long process, but also a productive
one, and we greatly appreciate your patience and attentiveness throughout the past 8 months. We would
also like to thank the other County staff members that have participated in this process, including County
Engineer Brian Carter, County Conservation Director Chris Lee, County Auditor Sara Doty, and Assistant County
Attorney Trent Henkelvig.





























































































































































































